





The best things in life are free,

and that (s hope..

Prior to coming to the Emergency Shelter Program, my
4-year old daughter and I were homeless due to domes-
tic violence. For over four years we moved from shelter
to shelter trying desperately to find a job and permanent
housing. When we weren't in shelters we slept where
ever we could but never stayed anywhere long.

The frequent moving was taking a toll on not only me,
but my child. I felt lost, alone, scared, confused; [ was
hopeless. Every day I prayed that somehow someone
would help me find my way and encourage me to keep
going. [ was stressed all the time because there were so
many questions but no answers. Why is this happening to
us? Where will we sleep tonight? Was God punishing me?
Were my prayers falling on deaf ears? I called shelters
everyday but there was no space available.

All that changed when we came to the Emergency
Shelter Program! A huge weight was lifted from my
shoulders and [ no longer felt defeated. The staff was
wonderful and the other residents were positive and
uplifting. From the minute we arrived I felt safe and knew
that we were in good hands. The staff went out of their
way to support and encourage me. In three weeks the
staff managed to pick me up, guide me in the right
direction and help me get into permanent housing. [

am positive, hopeful and determined.

ESP is motivational, inspirational and helps people get
the help they need. [ am grateful beyond words! [ guess
the best things in life are free! And that is 'hope’
— From anonymous mom with a 4 year old daughter
who stayed at the shelter for a little over a month.

Congratulations, Joan Moore,
ESP Volunteer of the Year,
for organizing volunteers to create
this beautiful patio!

Alameda County District Two

Happy Holidays!

Please join Supervisor Nadia Lockyer for
an afternoon of giving and holiday
delights. Please bring at least one item
to donate.

Tuesday, December 13, 2011
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

24301 Southland Drive, Suite 101
Hayward, CA 94545

For more information or to RSVP contact the
District Two office (510) 272-6692 or
district2@acgov.org.

Ruby and Sapphire
Duamond King
Opportunity) Drawing

ESP is pleased to invite your participation in a once in a
lifetime opportunity drawing during our 40th year ruby
anniversary! From October 1, 2011 through March 10,
2012, ESP will be holding an opportunity drawing — here’s
your chance to win one of two gorgeous rings!

Two lucky winners will be drawn at ESP’s
Annual Dinner and Auction to be held
March 10, 2012. All proceeds benefit ESP!

Don't let this chance pass you by,
purchase your ticket today!

For more information, visit espca.org





